
Zygolithus sibayus PIENAAR, 1969 

Zygolithus 
sibayus 

Figs. 3, 4, 7 - Zygolithus sibayus sp . nov.; 3) replica, holotype, x 20,000; 4) non replicated, trabeculate 
variety, x 25,000; 7) replica, note the trabeculae, x 26,600. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Elliptical zygolith composed of a single shield made up of 30 overlapping plates. 

The central area is spanned by a cross which may be ornamented. 

Description : An elliptical zygolith composed of a single shield made up of 30-35 overlapping 

plates. The plates are acutely rounded at their outer margins and do not extend right up to 

the central area. There is an area internal to the plates which is laevigate and is about the same 

width as the outer plate region. 
A cross-like structure originates from this region and spans the central area. The central area 

is elliptical and is divided into four segments by these bars. The bars are of two types; either 

almost straight in which a straight line can be drawn from one arm through to the other; or, 

sigmoid in shape. The bars do not exhibit any particular ornamentation but are composed 

of elongated crystalline rodlets which have their longitudinal axes parallel to the length of the arm. 

Longitudinal axis: 4.1fL-5.3fL. Transverse axis: 2.8fL-3.8fL. Width of shield area: 0.6fL-0.9fL. 

Remarks: 

A variation was found in which additional detail was visible on the cross bars. From each of 

the cross bars prolongations of varying shape and size arise. It is not felt that these differences 

are significant enough to warrant the erection of a new species. 

Type level: 

Upper Cretaceous (Maastrichtian). 
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Type locality: 

Zuzuland, South Africa. 

Depository: 

Not given. 

Author: 

Pienaar R. N ., 1968, p. 118; pl. 5, fig. 4; pl. 10, figs. 3, 7. 

Reference: 

Upper Cretaceous calcareous nannoplankton from Zuzuland, South Africa. Palaontologia 
Africana, vol. 12, pp. 75-149, text-pis. 1-11 . 
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